February 17, 2010

Year 10, Volume 7

From Our Director:
Greetings,

The 2010 legislative session is upon us and
many issues are affecting public education.
Your help will be needed to let our area
legislators know your thoughts and the needs
of our children.

Look for emails or news alerts from us here
at Schoolcraft as to how your efforts can be
best utilized.

We look forward to seeing you at
conferences on February 25 ™ and 26".

Respectfully,

Scott

ATTENDANCE CALLS

If your child will not be in school, please call
the front desk (586 -3284) or send an email
by 9:45 AM to inform us. When you call
before 8 AM, you may leave a message on
the answering service. As of the first of
January, if you haveno
child absent, we have been calling parents to
make sure students are safe. It really helps

us out to have you let us know. Thank you for

your help!

23
24-26
25 & 26

27

22-26
16
25

FEBRUARY
STAR Training
Scholastic Book Fair
School Conferences, NO
SCHOOL for STUDENTS
Bread Baking with Francois,
$20.00 fee, 10Am -2pm, in Paris
..you get to take bread home
with you! (Adults only, No Child
Supervision)

MARCH
WINTERFEST
6/7/8 Fieldwork to Palucci
Space Theater, Leave 8 AM
from Turtle River Town Hall,
Return 4:15 PM T.R.T. Hall-
BRING Beverages and Bag
Lunch for the day, $6.00
Admission Fee
PTO Meeting 6 PM 6403
America
Schoolcraft Spirit Week
6 PM Board Meeting in Paris
5 PM K- 3 Title One Family
Fun Night at Schoolcratft, in
Paris
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PTO Meeting Minutes (Schoolcraft Learning Community)

February 9, 2010

We had another good meeting discussing many Schoolcraft events for this spring. In attendance were Shar
Paquette, Patty Haggen, Carolyn Johnson, Kristi Garbow, Geri Bang, Sanya Swanson, Meghan Gulmon.

1- Old Business

*Shar had det ai |l s ListsortechoutsWeyagreed thasevewiteadner that requested items
be given gifts, and Shar & Kristi worked to evenly distribute the money that was donated. It was decided
that we use $200 from the PTO account to help make this possible.

*At our January me eting, we talked about having a Buena Vista night in March. After weighing out the
options, we decided that there are a lot of other things happening in March & April and we might have
better luck planning this at a later date (possibly next year over wint er break.)

2- New/Future Business

*Shar brought information on a community leadership workshop that is being offered March 6 " Itis
geared toward PTO/PTA & others interested. We are looking into having a few PTO members from

th

Schoolcraft attend this. The d  eadline for signing up is February 24 ™ to get the $10/person early

registration rate.

*Fundraising was discussed. We decided that it is important to keep the fundraising efforts for

Schoolcraft focused and simple. One thing we talked about was having loca | food expo that could showcase
local businesses that make/grow things locally. We agreed that this idea is good but that it might be more

work than we are ready to take on. We started putting together ideas for a Fun Schoolcraft Talent/Music
NightatBrig i dds I ri sh Pub on a Sunday afternoon in April
Schoolcraft students, parents, & staff to participate in an open mic. Action: Patty will check with Brandy

& Ann at Brigidds and get back tiansus before we chec

* Additional fundraising that we hope to use will be selling Schoolcraft spirit wear, green grocery bags, and

bul bs for planting in the spring. It would be ideal
S0 everyone can see the opti ons before ordering. Action: Sanya will look into local businesses and

compare to online deals and get back to us.

*Patty reported that the February 27 ™ Breadmaking with Francois is still on with a handful of people
signed up so far.

Respectfully submi tted by Meghan Gulmon
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STILL LOOKING, DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THESE?

Hi , |l know itds not quite time for spring cleani
the resource room. | 0 dspecificklle: @uess WhopQomnecbFour,Jemgage S |,

Checkers, or Battleship. 0If you have an old game around an d would like to donate it to Schoolcratft,

| can put it to good wuse. I 0 m adpsrts magaries respscially |
they have stories about Minnesota professional sports teams , anything on the Vikings would be

great! If you have any of these to donate, please send to school with your children. Thanks for your
help with this! Sara Dreyer

CANCER SOCIETY HAT FOR LIFE  UPDATE

Thank you to everyone for their participation i
Soci e t iab for Life promotion. We raised $131.00! There were some fun and crazy hats! All
money raised goes to the American Cancer Society.

WINTERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Winterfest _ is scheduled for Thursday, Mar ch 4...confirmed. We need parent _volunteers to help

with many different activities...skiing, ice fishing, and student supervision. Wedd | ove to
you as soon as possible, please call ahead so we can plan on you for lunch!

PTO FUNRAISER

The PTO will be hosting an open mic event at  Brigid's Cross on Saturday, April 17 ™ from 4 -7 PM.
We are hoping we have enough talent among our staff/families/alum to keep the stage busy and
people entertained for a few hours. We will have a donation jar with the funds given to benefit
Schoolcraft Le arning Community. Can you commit to blocking off a Saturday afternoon to come and
sing/play/entertain/hang out for the benefit of Schoolcraft? Please let Shar know!

LOST & FOUND Just a reminder we have bags of Lost and NOT Found in Paris. Be  sure to

look through all of the treasures to claim your missing items. There will be tables set -up in Paris

with the items. Thanks!
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ANNUAL SCHOOLCRAFT LOTTERY INFORMATION

Schoolcraft Learning Community will be holding their annual lottery to fill open spots in gr ades K-8

for the 2010 -11 schoolyear on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2010. All applications received prior to that will
be eligible to be included in the lo ttery process. All applications received after that will be added
to the bottom of the listing established through the lottery. Please contact Shar if you have a
younger child eligible for Kindergarten that is not currently on our list. Please encourage your
friends and family to get their ~ applications in so they can be included in this process.

Schoolcraft Learning Community does occasionally have openings during the school year. Please
encourage your friends and family to fill out applications for the current school year if the y are
inte rested in this option.

COLD WEATHER 1S STILL UPON US!

Please continue to send your children dressed in warm coats, snow pants, mittens, scarves, and hats.
Be sure to mark their clothing with their names, it makes it so much easier to find misplaced items.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS COMING!:

The Scholastic Book Fair coming our way February 24 -26. Plan to stop in when you come for
conferences! Profits go to stocking classroom libraries and birthday books. Why not volunteer a
couple of hours and receive a free b 0ok?! Contact Linda Simons for more information or if you
would like to help out with the book fair, 243  -2476 OR bingalls@paulbunyan.net

ATTENTION 6/7/8 PARENTS:

Linda Blessing is making plans for an Olympic gam es day in the spring; probably early May. Anyone
interested in helping with any aspect of the planning or implementation, please email Linda at:
Imblessing@gmail.com

Linda would like to meet as a group in late Marc h, early April. Thank you in advance!

Linda Blessing


mailto:bingalls@paulbunyan.net
mailto:lmblessing@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM 6/7/8 L ANGUAGE ARTS FROM SARA BREEZE

Language Arts 8th Grade Homework Syllabus for Ancient Civilization Expedition

8th Graders are reading many mythological stories and completing the assignments that
accompany the stories as homework.

Many of these stories come from the ancient Greek writer, Homer, who chronicled The llliad
and the Odyssey'.

The following is a list of the stories the 8th graders are reading. (For each story, there is a
homework assignment that follows it on a hand -out given to the students each week they receive
the story.)

DUE DATES: Stories and Assignments are given on TUESDAY . The home work fo r the stories is
DUE the following THURSDAY

Feb.9 - 11: Odysseus and the Cyclops/Circe and Odyssesus
Assignment - The Log of Odysseus summarizing one or more of his perils.

Feb. 16 - 18: Eros (Cupid) and Psyche
Assignment - Vocabulary, It Happened Like This questions, Famous (love) sayings

Feb. 23 - March 2. 3 Tales of the Trojan War: Paris & Helen, Achilles  Avenges
Patroclus, & The Wooden Horse

Assignment - After each story, choose ONE question from "'TALKING ABOUT THE STORY' and
write a paragrpah explaining the question chosen.

March 2 - 4: Pandora
Assignment - Writing Corner: If Only | Had Known

March9 - 11. Orpheus
Assignment - Choose either Level 1 - Poetic Thoughts or Level 2 - A Second Chance for Orpheus

March 16 - 18. Theseus and the Minotaur
Assignment - Choose either Activity 2(Create a Maze) or Activity 3 (Prepare a sport s broadcast.)

March 23 - 25 The Theft of Persephone
Assignment - Exercise Activity 1 - Creating mythology riddles of your own
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NOTES FROM 6/7/8 L ANGUAGE ART S

April - 8th graders will be focusing on their language arts Chamber Book Project.
learning the meanings of 100 to 200 prefixes, suffixes
preparing for the 9th grade writing assessment
enter 9th grade.

FIELDWORK INFORMATION FOR 6/7/8:

Friday, March 5 we will be traveling to the

be leaving from the Turtle River Town Hall at

that each student contribute $6.00

cul tures | ooked

There will be no alternative schedule for 6/7/8

Pl ease contact

at 4:15 PM . ALL students will need a bag lunch and beverages to last the entire

(Conot

They will be
, and roots ; AND t hey will also be
- which is given to students soon after they

Palucci Space Theater in Hibbing, MN . We will
8 AM_and returning to the Turtle River Town

day. We ask

to cover the costs of admission.

The shows we view at the space theater will give us background knowledge to learn how ancient

OWhat i

the night

™ graders at Schoolcraft Learning Community

your student 0s
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4/5 C REW NEWS :

Thankst o all the parents who came to our 0Gross
the Lewis and Clark trip in the fall of 2010.

This last week we have been working on getting our portfolios together, personal statements,
and final reflections on A New World.

We are planning to start our next expedition the week of 2/8. In this expedition, we will
examine the American Revolution from many different perspectives. Look for further details as
the expedition progresses. Spelling will also begin next week.

Students still need to be reading, working on book reviews and math homework. Because of the
amount material that needs to be covered in math, homework is an integral p  art of the
curriculum. The home work assigned is designed to provide practice forthe p  ast concepts
students have learned keeping those concepts sharp. Please encourage your student to complete
their homework in order to be prepared for the next day's lesson.

This year 4/5 crews will once again be the guinea pigs for the BSU 0 Ry. Ed. Meth odsé class.
Your student will be bused to the college to participate in phy sical education activities planned
by college students. The 4/5 students will need to be prepared by having tennis shoes and
appropriate clothing to tear around the gyms for an hour . They are kept very busy and work -up
a sweat! The dates they will go are Thursday , Feb 18 th, March 18 th and 25 th, April 1 st
and 8th.

On Feb 19th the 4/5 crews will have a day of activities to kickoff the next expedition on the
Revolutionary War, Becomin g a Nation. To help us with the activities we plan on involving the
students in we need some materials that you may have or are willing to get and send to school
for student use.

Here is the list of materials: ~ Whole cloves , not powder (the ones that have been in your spice
cabinet for ever would be great!); portable hot plates , preferably ones that have two burners,

at least 2 hotplates would be ideal, to use for the day. Each student will also need an orange on
Feb 19. We will remind students to bring on e in prior to that Friday. Does anyone have one of

the electric bulbs that when touched on the outside there is lightening on the inside that we

can borrow for the day?

Don't forget book review # 8 is due Feb 17. Thanks for your help! Hilary and Judy.
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2/3 CREW NEWS:

Hello Families,

Things are going great in the world of 2/3! We are working hard on learning about the carrying
capacity of ecosystems and how our animals contribute to that capacity. We have some exciting
activities planned to help bring our learning even deeper.

A reminder to the third grade math kids ___; we will be working on measurement and geometry in our

next unit. Als o, practice, practice, practice adding and subtracting those 3 digit numbers!

A not e t o S hdae areardnaingwarydow on pencils, any donations would be appreciated!

Updates for Carl ads Website are coming

&

=2
As always stay warm and read, read, read, and read some more! m

4

Shanna and Carla J

INFORMATION FOR ALL FAMILIES!

The Family Calendar is NOW available on our website: www.schoolcraft.org ! The calendar is on
the first page of our website, listed under IM PORTANT DATES. The Newsletter is also poster

there. Be sure to check it out!
D—0)
[\

FOR SALE:

Our clavinova is in need of repair.  Rather than spend money to fix an older instrument, we
elected to buy a new electric piano for our orchestra/music program. There are approximately
16 keys that need to be replaced on the old clavinova...at $10 per key. If you are interested,

please make an offer on the clavinova.



http://www.schoolcraft.org/




